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King’s Oak Academy Special Educational Needs 

Information Report 

2021-2022 

 

 

King’s Oak Academy is a mainstream school in King’s Lynn, West Norfolk. We 

believe in quality first teaching as a first response and the staff at King’s Oak 

are committed to supporting the progress of all children, regardless of need.  

In order for children to reach their full potential, we provide a friendly, happy 

and stimulating environment in which they feel secure, trusted and valued. At 

King’s Oak Academy staff endeavour to support the whole child and will do 

all we can to ensure all SEN requirements are met. 

 

Who to contact if you feel your child needs additional support? 

Initially: 

The Class Teacher who is responsible for:  

• High quality first teaching  

• Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and 

delivering any additional help your child may need (this could be 

targeted work or additional support) and letting the Special Education 

Needs/Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCO) know as necessary.  
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• Pupils individual progress is monitored and every child is discussed at 

regular Pupil Progress meetings . information is gathered from the class 

Intervention team.  

• If it’s felt a child requires individual or small group intervention, these 

are planned at this time.  

• Setting individual targets and writing an Individual Learning Plan (pupil 

passport) for each child identified with an additional need. Sharing 

and reviewing these with their Class Team and with parents and child, 

at least once each term and planning for the next step. 

•  The targets will reflect small steps of progress expected. Progress will be 

assessed, and next plans will revise and move on learning.  

• Ensuring that the school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom. 

• Liaising with parents 

Key contacts 

Miss Julie Kerr, Deputy Head and SENDCo office@kgo.unity-ed.uk 

Mrs Amy Bunting: Parent Support Advisor-contact details from school office. 

Governor (ARC member) 

Mr Steve Donoclift-ARC member with SEND responsibility: office@kgo.unity-

ed.uk 

Responsible for; The Governance Handbook 2017 states that the governing 

body, along with the head should decide ‘the school’s policy and approach 

to meeting the children and young person’s SEND requirements, including 

those with or without statements of SEND or Education, Health and Care Plans 

(EHCP) 

What is SEND?  

Children have special education needs if they have a learning difficulty 

which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. 

Children with a disability have special educational needs if they have any 

difficulty in accessing education and if they need any special educational 

mailto:office@kgo.unity-ed.uk
mailto:office@kgo.unity-ed.uk
mailto:office@kgo.unity-ed.uk
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provision to be made for them, that is anything that is additional to or 

different from what is normally available in schools in the area. 

Reasonable adjustments are made to cater for the needs of individual 

children and we have a variety of programmes to boost and support  the 

children’s learning if necessary.  

Where a child demonstrates significant cause for concern and has made less 

than expected progress, despite the best efforts of the family and school 

(including use of specialist advice) a request for and Education, Health Care 

Plan (EHCP) can be made to the Local Authority (LA). Most children with SEN 

will have their needs met within our school but some children may require an 

EHCP, in order for the LA to make further special provision for them.  

The four broad areas of special educational need are: 

• Cognition and Learning 

• Communication and Interaction 

• Physical and sensory 

• Social, Mental and Emotional Health 

What is the local offer?  

It gives information on all the support available for children and families both 

county wide and locally with regard to SEND.  

Our SEND Information Report is part of Norfolk’s Local Offer, and it is reviewed 

every year.  

Anyone can see details of the Local Offer on Norfolk County Council website 

at https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer. 

 

The LA Local Offer  

The Children and Families Bill became enacted in 2014. From this date, Local 

Authorities and schools are required to publish and keep under review 

information about services they expect to be available for the children and 

young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN) aged 0-25. This is 

referred to as the ‘Local Offer’.  

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer
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The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for 

families. It will also be an important resource for parents in understanding the 

range of services and provision in the local area. 

The School SEND Information Report 

This utilises the LA Local Offer to meet the needs of SEND pupils as determined 

by school policy, and the provision that the school is able to meet. This report 

is updated annually. 

Types of barriers to learning experienced by children with SEND at King’s Oak 

Academy 

• Children with social communication needs have shown difficulties with 

the following: 

Using language in social interactions; understanding the rules of 

conversation; maintaining a topic of conversation; responding 

appropriately to non-literal language, irony and jokes; social use of 

language; eye contact; initiating conversations attention; taking the 

listener’s perspective. 

• Children with speech, language and communication needs have 

shown difficulties with the following: 

Difficulty paying attention; following and remembering instructions; 

easily distracted; understanding; retaining and using vocabulary; 

muddling sounds in words and words in sentences; unable to use 

language to convey their thoughts, feelings and wishes; substitutes one 

sounds for another in speech; has difficulty in forming speech sounds; 

difficulties using clear speech sounds in a whole sentence or 

conversation;  

• Children with cognition and learning needs have shown difficulty with 

the following: 

The development and/or progress in learning is at a slower rate and 

additional support is needed; attainments is at a level significantly 
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below age-related expectation; there is evidence that the gap 

between themselves and their peers is increasing. 

• Children with social, emotional and mental health needs have shown 

difficulties with the following: 

low self-esteem; display behaviours that interfere with their own 

learning and the learning of others; have poor concentration; engage 

in attention-seeking behaviour; have poor organisational skills; 

communicating failure in tasks before starting; difficulties making and 

sustaining appropriate relationships; can often be easily influenced by 

others or can persuade others to do something against their will; have 

difficulties with turn taking and sharing; difficulty in accepting 

responsibility for their own actions; can be verbally and/or physically 

aggressive; can engage in behaviours that pose a high risk of harm to 

themselves and others; can challenge rules and authority and requires 

support in order to confirm. 

 

How are children with SEND identified and assessed at King’s Oak Academy?  

Your child will be monitored, observed and assessed to get the whole picture 

of them. The assessments used depend on the child’s age. Parents / carers 

are invited to meet formally, through parent consultation evenings, and 

informally, to discuss the needs of all children. This includes meetings with the 

SENDCo and/or other outside professional who has worked with the child. 

 

Broad area of 

need 
Identification Assessment 

Communication 
& Interaction 

Liaison with previous setting 

Classroom observations 
Parental concerns 

Professional discussions 

British Picture Vocabulary 

Scale 
Talk Boost 

ECCH Speech Sound 

Assessment 

Cognition & 
Learning 

Classroom observations 
Parental concerns 

Professional discussions 

Salford Reading Test 
Single Word Reading Test 

Single Word Spelling Test 
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Liaison with previous setting Basic Number Diagnostic Test 

High and medium frequency 

words 
Neurodiversity observation 

report 

Physical & 
Sensory 

Classroom observations 

Parental concerns 
Professional discussions 

Liaison with previous setting 

Health Specialists via GP 

Social, 

Emotional and 
Mental Health 

Behaviour Logs 

Classroom observations 

Parental concerns 
Professional discussions 

Liaison with previous setting 

Boxall Profile 

Strengths and Difficulties 
Questionnaire 

Health via GP 

 

All children are unique and develop at different rates. Any special need may 

not be evident until they have been in school for some time. 

 

How our pupils with SEND consulted about, and involved in, their education: 

• Completing the Pupil Passport with the child 

• ‘Wishes and feelings’ work undertaken by our SEN coordinator or adult 

with whom the child is comfortable. 

• Pupil questionnaires 

• Self-assess progress within each lesson 

 

What can King’s Oak Academy offer you? 

• Support 

We believe children are best supported where there is open dialogue 

between the home and school; where both sets of expertise are used 

in the best interests of the child. As parents, you can always speak to 

your child’s class teacher or the SENDCo (Special Educational Needs 

and Disability Coordinator) about any concerns you may have. 

 

• Quality first teaching 
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It is the responsibility of the class teacher, in the first instance, to meet 

the needs of all learners within their classroom. We at King’s Oak, have 

a breadth of knowledge of SEN and understand the value of working 

collaboratively as a whole school to ensure access, entitlement, 

integration and the best provision available. 

• A friendly, caring and inclusive environment 

We value social and emotional aspects of learning as well as 

academic aspects through PATHs (Promoting Alternative Thinking 

Strategies) and small group support.  This ensures we have a regular 

opportunity to listen to the views of the children and helps support the 

prevention of bullying. 

• Well trained teachers and support staff 

All staff have access to up to date training to meet the needs of 

individual children. This is through in-house training and access to 

specialists. 

• Access to specialist services 

We can refer children to the Speech and Language Therapist, 

Educational Psychologist, Clinical Psychologist, Autism Support Teacher, 

School to School expertise, School Health and the Vision or Hearing 

Impaired Services, amongst other specialists. 

 

Transition Arrangements  

When children start in our Reception class, they join from a number of Nursery 

settings, including our own. The teachers from King’s Oak liaise with those 

settings to make sure we have met the child (where possible), receive any 

information on their development so far, and any information on a special 

need or disability, already identified by parents or health workers. If this is the 

case, we meet with everyone involved, before the child starts school, to 

make sure their transition to school is as smooth as possible. 
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In addition to this, where possible, your child will visit the Reception class to 

get used to the new people and surroundings, prior to the start of the school 

year. 

Children are assessed from their first term in Reception or within our school 

nursery, although they will not be aware of this. If any child has particular 

issues or problems, we put a plan in place to give any extra support that may 

be needed. Additionally, the class teacher will talk with the school’s Special 

Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCo) to see if there is any additional 

support or any referrals that are necessary.  

Any child newly entering the school at other times will also have the 

opportunity to visit the school and class before joining. They will have 

assessments conducted within the first couple of weeks and any supporting 

information gleaned to give a full picture of their needs through liaison with 

both the parents / carers and previous educational setting.  

Meetings between teachers are held in the summer term to pass on any SEN 

information, in order to arrange extra transition sessions and to ensure a 

smooth transition into the next class. 

Where the child is moving to Junior school, transition meetings will be held 

jointly with the SENDCos of both schools and the parent / carers and any 

additional support / transition sessions (over and above those arranged as 

the norm) can be arranged. The children will also be provided, where 

possible, with a child-friendly transition booklet outlining key information and 

events. 

Any children on the SEND Register will have a review in the summer term 

before they leave, where they can meet and talk to Junior school staff. Both 

parents and the child will have the opportunity to discuss any concerns.  
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How may the school support children with SEN? 

• Our school is committed to making reasonable adjustments to ensure 

participation of all children, including those with SEN, within the 

curriculum and with extra-curricular activities.  

• The curriculum may be differentiated to meet the needs of individual 

children, while ensuring the provision enables the child to remain 

included within the classroom setting. 

• Children may be supported in class by a teaching assistant. The level 

and time will be based on need. 

• The child may access further intervention programmes either 

individually, in pairs or small groups. 

• The child may have a support plan which will be devised jointly, where 

possible, between the child, parents / carers and school. 

• Regular formal and informal meetings with parents. 

• The teacher may be further supported by the SENDCo or outside 

specialist when needed. 

• The school environment has routes to all indoor and outdoor areas 

accessible on one level or via gentle slopes.  

 

Intervention may include (but not limited to):  

• Talk Boost 

• Numicon  

• Speech and Language programmes – based on set programmes 

• Toe-By-Toe 

• Fine Motor skills development 

• Social skills development 

• Set booster groups for gaps in learning 

• Sensory circuits with a small group of pupils 

• Attention Autism 

• PECs 



 
 

10 
 

How is the progress of pupils with SEN assessed and reviewed? 

• Interventions 

Pre and post intervention testing and analysis of the data collected by the 

SENDCo to ensure that your child receives appropriate, high quality 

provision 

Individual Pupil Passports 

Regular review of Pupil Passports (individual education plans) / 

intervention targets with children, parents and staff.  

If a learner has an Education Health and Care Plan (EHC plan), the same 

termly review conversations take place. The EHC Plan will also be formally 

reviewed every 3 months to 1 year, depending on the age of the child. 

• In lessons 

Every lesson is based on a WALT (We Are Learning To) and progress of 

individual children’s learning is measured to track progress in specific 

areas and over time. The information gained is then used to determine 

intervention needs. 

• Pupil Progress meetings 

All teachers report their pupils’ progress to the headteacher at pupil 

progress meetings. Following these meetings, where pupils’ have not 

made expected or sufficient progress, they will be referred for additional 

intervention. 

• Whole school Analysis of Pupil Data 

Progress data of all learners is collated by the whole school using an 

assessment tracker which is monitored by teachers, Senior Leaders, Unity 

Trust and Academy Review Committee. (ARC) Our school data is also 

monitored by Unity Education Trust, Local Authority and Ofsted. 
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How are the emotional and social development of pupils with SEN supported? 

• We follow the Jigsaw Curriculum for PSHE and RSE.  However, our ethos 

is for the child to be within a nurturing, learning environment where 

emotional and social well -being is at the core of all that we do. 

• We may use a buddy system where pupils are linked to other pupils to 

provide friendship support. 

• Parent Support Advisor supports pupils and their families. 

 

Specialist Advice 

For some learners, we may want to seek advice from specialist teams. Any 

recommendations given are implemented either as part of the class learning 

or through intervention outside the classroom. In our school, we have access 

to various specialist services. 

These include: 

• Virtual School for SEN 

• Virtual School for Sensory Support 

• Speech and Language Therapist 

• Educational Psychologist  

• Specialist Advisory Support Teacher 

• Clinical Psychologist  

• Social, emotional, and behaviour support 

• Autism Support Teacher 

• School Health including the School Nurse, the Asthma Nurse and the 

Epilepsy Nurse 

• School to School advice and support 

• Advice from the Dyslexia outreach service 

 

Training 

We make sure our staff are up to date with training to help and support all 

our children.  
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Below is a list of expertise and training held by staff in relation to children with 

SEN: 

Communication 

& Interaction 

Cognition & 

Learning 

Physical & 

Sensory 

Social, Emotional 

& Mental Health 

ASD 

Attention Autism 

Creating social 

stories and visual 

strategies 

Talk Boost 

Dyslexia Level 3 

Dyscalculia 

Dyspraxia 

Precision 

Teaching 

Sensory Circuits ADHD  

PATHs 

Promoting 

Positive 

Behaviour 

Wellbeing and 

anxiety 

Thrive 

 

What other support is there for learners? 

Each learner identified as having SEN is entitled to support that is additional to 

or different from a normal curriculum. The type of support given is dependent 

on the individual learning needs and is intended to enable access to learning 

and overcome the barrier to learning identified. Various strategies are used 

to adapt access to the curriculum including: visual and / or object-based 

timetables, iPads, computers, positive behaviour reward systems, pre-

teaching, scaffolding and modelling the learning, peer support systems and 

adult support. 

 

There is a sensory room equipped with items to soothe, calm and engage 

children. We are also equipped with a room with a toilet and basin for 

children with physical difficulties or who have intimate care requirements. 

 

When families require additional support from health/LA/other services, a 

Early help assessments and plan (EHAP)previously known as a Family Support 
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Programme (FSP) can be offered and/or support from our Parent Support 

Advisor. 

 

How is additional support funded? 

When children’s needs are viewed as exceptional and their needs cannot be 

fully met within our own school budget, an application can be made for Top-

Up Funding. 

If successful, this then may be used to provide additional or specialist 

equipment, resources, training for staff, specialist advice and support, or 

some direct adult support, for a pair or group of children with the same need, 

or support for an individual child. Parents will be informed if applications for 

funding are to be made and of the outcome of the application. Further 

funding may be necessary and subsequent applications can be made, 

following a review of its positive impact.  

A report on how effective the funding has been is always produced; this is 

called an Impact Report. For children coming into the Reception class, 

funding applications will be made for funding as described above for their 

first year at school. 

 

Equal Opportunities for all children 

All staff at King’s Oak Academy recognise the importance of the Equality Act 

2010. This legislation places specific duties on schools, settings and providers, 

including the duty not to discriminate, harass or victimise a child or adult 

linked to a protected characteristic defined in the Equality Act, and to make 

‘reasonable adjustments’ to ensure equal opportunities. 

The Equality Act 210 definition of disability is: 

“A person has a disability for the purposes of this Act if (s)he has a physical or 

mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on 

her/his ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.”                

Section 1 (1) Disability Discrimination Act 1995 
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Our whole school policies on equality and behaviour ensure that 

arrangements are made to support children with SEN and measures are in 

place to prevent bullying. 

How does the governing body involve other bodies, including health and 

social services bodies, local authority support services and voluntary 

organisations, in meeting the needs of pupils with SEN and in supporting the 

families of such pupils?  

This is delegated to the headteacher as part of the day to day running of the 

school. However, the headteacher is required to report to the Academy 

Review Committee (ARC- previously the governors’ role) about the success of 

the SEN policy. This termly report includes the involvement of external 

agencies.  

The ARC nominates a named member to oversee the work of the SEN team. 

The ARC member liaises with the SEN team and then feeds this back to the 

full Academy Review Committee . The  role here is to monitor the attainment 

and progress of pupils with SEND. 

 

Percentage of learners in the school identified with SEND in January 2022-this 

is reviewed termly. 

WHOLE SCHOOL OVERVIEW   

Four broad areas of need    Nursery   Reception   
Year 

1   
Year 2   

Total 

percentage of 

whole school: 

40%   

Total percentage of 

year group  
0%   30%   55%   53%   

Communication 

and interaction   

C&I   

Communication – 

speech and 

language   

0%   14%   23%  8%   
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Interaction – e.g. 

ASD   
   7%   5%  2%   

Cognition and 

Learning   

C&L   

Cognition & 

Learning – learning 

at a slower pace 

than their peers, 

even with 

appropriate 

differentiation   

Moderate and 

specific learning 

difficulties, including 

dyslexia, dyscalculia 

and dyspraxia   

   2%   14%   29%   

Social, 

emotional and 

mental health   

SEMH   

Social, emotional 

and mental health – 

e.g. ADD, ADHD, 

attachment 

disorder   

   2%   
   

14%   
8%   

Sensory and 

Physical   

S&P   

Sensory – visual, 

hearing and 

multisensory 

impairment   

   0%   0%   0%   

Physical difficulty -      2%   ]0%   6%  

 

 

Interventions run during the academic year 2019 to 2020 

• Precision teaching 

• Daily 1-1 reading 
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• Toe by Toe 

• Comprehension 

• 1st Class @ Number 

• Occupational Therapy Sessions 

• Sensory Circuits 

• Talk Boost 

• Speech, Language and Communication Therapy 

• PECs 

• Nurture Group 

 

Professional Advice sought during the academic year 2019-2020 

• Speech, Language and Communication Therapy 

• School to Schools 

• Educational Psychology & Specialist Support 

• Special Resource Base (Learning and Cognition) 

• Virtual School for SEN 

 

Useful contacts, support services and websites: 

Norfolk SEN Local Offer https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/SEN-

local-offer 

EHCP Caseworker vivienne.keys@norfolk.gov.uk 

Norfolk SEN Partnership https://www.norfolkSENpartnershipiass.org.uk/info-for-

parents-carers/useful-contacts/ 

Dyspraxia support https://dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/ 

Dyslexia https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/ 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/ 

Autism https://www.autism.org.uk/ 

Mental Health https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/health-

and-wellbeing/childrens-health-and-wellbeing/mental-health-camhs 

Speech and Language https://salt.ecch.org/parents/ 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer
mailto:vivienne.keys@norfolk.gov.uk
https://www.norfolksendpartnershipiass.org.uk/info-for-parents-carers/useful-contacts/
https://www.norfolksendpartnershipiass.org.uk/info-for-parents-carers/useful-contacts/
https://dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.autism.org.uk/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/health-and-wellbeing/childrens-health-and-wellbeing/mental-health-camhs
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/health-and-wellbeing/childrens-health-and-wellbeing/mental-health-camhs
https://salt.ecch.org/parents/
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Vision and Hearing https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-

health/support-for-living-independently/sensory-support 

 

What is our complaints procedure for parents of pupils with SEN concerning 

the provision made for them at school? 

If you are unhappy with the support your child is getting, you should discuss 

your concerns with the class teacher first (or key person if in early years). 

Teachers and parents working together can often provide solutions to any 

concerns you may have. Should you continue to feel dissatisfied, please 

arrange to meet with the Headteacher, deputy/SENDCo or assistant head 

teachers. 

If you are still unhappy, please contact the school office or look on the school 

website for a copy of UNITY Education Academy Trust’s complaints 

procedure. 

 

This report is reviewed annually. If you would like to offer feedback on this 

report or take part in the review process, please contact the school office. 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact the school and ask to talk 

to: 

The Headteacher: Mrs A. De’Ath 

The Deputy Headteacher & SENDCo: Miss J Kerr  

The School Parent Support Advisor: Mrs A Bunting 

 

Written & approved:  May 2020   Review: May 2021 

Updated: January 2022 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/support-for-living-independently/sensory-support
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/support-for-living-independently/sensory-support

